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The first commercial silicon transistor was announced in 1954, 

starting what would become decades of extraordinary innovation in 
the semiconductor industry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s always interesting to trawl through the many fun facts that make up the silica story.  But here are a couple sourced from 

https://blog.lamresearch.com/10-fun-facts-about-silicon/ that really ‘hit the mark’ about the silica journey from its starting point 

in the semiconductor market sector, right up until today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nearly 70-years later, in 2021, the semiconductor industry has become a global affair. 
 

Semiconductors have become an essential part of everyday life, impacting every country and every population group around  

the world.   

 

Silicon is required to create the semiconductor chips that truly power and connect the world. Silicon semiconductor chips find 

their way into television screens, mobile phones and other handheld devices, automobiles (and especially those of the rapidly 

evolving EV auto industry), computers, and any of the millions of products that now totally rely on chips to operate. Amongst 

these are the emerging technologies of artificial intelligence, automotive electronics, and the augmented and virtual reality 

spheres – all of which are gaining prominence as entrepreneurial companies and industry researchers find new ways to create 

compelling new products. 

 

At the heart of all these technologies is the silicon semiconductor chip that makes them work.  Silicon chips are the essential 

ingredient that provides the computing power necessary for all these technologies to fulfill their potential.   

 

Silica, the element at the heart of this 70-year 

revolution is a surprisingly humble substance, and one 

of the most common on the planet.  Silicon is found in 

minerals that make up 90% of the Earth’s crust, and it 

is another interesting fact that a technology such as this 

– one that has spread across the entire world – is made 

from of the most ubiquitous substance upon it. 

 

Silicon feeds a USD$500bn chip industry, that in turn powers a global tech economy worth an estimated $3tn. 

 

At ALLUP SILICA we are excited by the prospects ahead of us.  Geological indications to date are promising 
as we strive to enter the high-purity sector of the silica market. 
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STATE OF THE MARKET 

VRX SUV DRX ASQ PEC 

$142.2m $99.5m $56.6m $23.5m $42.4m 

ASX Market Capitalisations as at 05.05.2021 11:00am WST  

 
 

 
FUN FACTS ABOUT SILICA THAT DELIVER A SERIOUS MESSAGE 

Electronic grade silicon must be at 
least 99.9999999%. Also referred 
to as nine-nines or 9N, this level of 
purity means that only one in a 
billion atoms is allowed to be 
something other than silicon. 

https://blog.lamresearch.com/10-fun-facts-about-silicon/

